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Current Primary Assignment

Birth Date 2/21/1931 Age: 81
Birth Place Umeraboy, Knocknagree, County Cork, Ireland Deanery: Q
Diaconate Ordination

Priesthood Ordination ‘ 6/12/1955

Diocese Name Archdiocese of Los Angeles

Date of Incardination 11/1/1950

Religious Community

Ritual Ascription Latin

Ministry Status Retired with No Faculties

Canon State Diocesan Priest Incard Process [

Begin Pension Date

E-maif stchr@get.net

Home phone (520) 398-6671

Seminary St. Patrick College, Carlow, Ireland
Ethnicity Irish

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training

Date Background Check
Virtus Training Date

Assignment History

Assignment

Retired with No Faculties, Living Privatély. San Leandro, CA, address as of
3/12/2009. Arizona address as of 7/6/2010,

Administrative Leave

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Lancaster Senior Priest, Active Service
St. Christopher Catholic Church, West Covina Pastor, Active Service
St. Emydius Catholic Church, Lynwood Pastor, Active Service

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Baldwin Park Associate Pastor
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service

St. Norbert Catholic Church, Orange Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar),
Active Service

Beginning Date Completion Date

10/1/2002

4/29/2002
2/1/2002
2/1/1998

12/16/1974

8/30/1974

1/23/1970

9/30/2002
4/28/2002
1/31/2002
1/31/1998
12/15/1974

8/29/1974
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St. Elizabeth Catholic Church, Altadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 5/14/1963 1/22/1970
Active Service

Visitation Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 8/27/1957 5/13/1963
Active Service '

St. Barnabas Catholic Church, Long Beach Associate’Pastor (Parochial 8/18/1955 8/26/1957

Vicar), Active Service
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CleLgy Misconduct

Suspected Sexual Abuse

Name: REDACTED Case:"™"“™ / O’Connor
Address: ' BirthREDACTED
Initial call:  Fr.REDACTED called and presented case.

4/11 /02'REDACTEDREDACTED

Initial Phone complaint: .

Fr. REDACTED  : called and said that 2 woman by the name of _ -~ had a complaint to
make. The priest was a Fr. Donal O’Connor who had been moved from West Covina
recently. He was currently a Senior priest and was ministering in Lancaster. " had
spoken to three other priests. She was coming to see him over the weekend. Heisa
trained counselor. He didn’t know "***™last name but wanted to know what to tell her to
do.

He was told to have her call the Assistance Ministry Office and make her complaint.
Victim’s Call:

In 1961, Fr. Donal O’Connor was constantly at our house. He came Tuesday and Sunday
for dinner. He came even when my parents were not home. I work for the Church. I '
know many good priests.

What angers me most is that Fr. O’Connor has put me through Hell. He has no idea. It
effects my relationships. [’ve stuffed it all down.

It happened at Visitation Church in 1961.(Age 12) 18135

Request for an interview:

An interview was scheduled for Wed. 4/17/02. was asked where she wanted the
interview to take place. She said the ACC in L.A. She called on Monday and cancelled
the Wed. appointment and requested a new appointment be at Marywood Center in the
Diocese of Orange.

REDACTED

Since the priest is in active ministry the Interview Team will need to include a

Canentawyer. -
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REDACTED

Clergy Misconduct Case: — O’Connor

Special Auditor’s Interview

Mrs, REDACTED
(See Fr. REDACTED for contact info)

Tuesday, April 23, 2002
Marywood Offices, Diocese of Orange

At c. 3:35 p.m,, in the company of Dr REDACTED | of the Assistance Ministry Office, [ met

with and interviewed the above-named party who had lodged certain allegations of misconduct

against Father Donal O’Connor. She was accompanied by Fr. REPACTED REDACTED
REDACTEDREDACTED who was present as a close friend rather than in any official
capacity. (Until recently Mrs. ****"worked asREDACTED :oOREDACTED

Mrs, REPACED o duced herself as REPACTED  After the other three of us explained our roles at
the meeting, Mrs.=”™™ was asked to tell her story as she saw fit. It became immediately
obvious that this was a very painful and stressful thing for her to do. She fought back tears and
cried intermittently throughout the hour-and-a-half-long session. As an aid in presenting her
story and concerns, she had prepared approximately ten pages of typewritten notes, but said she
did not want to provide me with a copy of them.

The time period was around 1960 or 1961 when she was about 11 years old. Her youngest
brother was born in 1960 and was baptized by Father O’Connor. REDACTED in answer to a
question after recounting her story, stated that she was the third oldest of seven siblings.] Father
was at the family home, it seemed, every Tuesday and Sunday for dinner. Sometimes when she
came home from school, he would be there in the house even though the parents were not home.

When she was about 11 years old, she was at the telephone when Father O’Connor came up to
her from behind. He reached for her breast and, holding her, tried to spread her legs. He kept
rubbing himself against her until he “became hard.” She cried and asked him to get away from
her.

When the news came out that there were about ten or twelve priests from Los Angeles who had
been accused, her reaction was, “Is he on the list?” She wanted to know that. She knew that he
had been removed as pastor from St. Emydius in Lynwood. As the time passed during the past
four months, she started to relive the nightmare of her experience with him.

Returning now to the account of the episode above, she stated that he turned her around and
placed her hand on his penis. While she was scared, he was laughing and making a game out of
the whole thing. She does not remember how the incident ended.

18132

REDACTED , .
interview, 4/23/02 Page 1 of 3
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But it was not the last time. Another time when she came home, he was already there again. She
knew what was going to happen and ran around the dining table to get away from him.

The events were occurring while she was in sixth grade. During recess she would spend the
whole time by her teacher’s side, never leaving her. She would not play with the rest of the kids.
This went on the whole year. What she could not articulate then was that she was looking for
protection. She never told her parents. After all, he was a priest and who would believe a ten or
eleven year old girl. “You didn’t bring scandal against the Church in those days.”

Another time when she came home from school, the class was going to have a spelling bee.
Father O’Connor asked her to let him quiz her, but she said no. Her mother was standing there
with them and told her, “He only wants to help you.” “No, he doesn’t!” is what she wanted to
say.

Her youngest sister (about six years youngef) once answered the door, and Father O’Connor was
there. She was an outspoken type and blurted out, “You’re here again?!” He never came again.

Mrs™ "™ stated that the same pattern of behavior occurred at her aunt and uncle’s down the

street. She also once asked a friend if O’Connor (she explained that she would just call him by
his last name instead of saying Father O’Connor) came to her home. The friend said yes and that
she could not stand him, that he was a dirty old man.

“Did he penetrate me?” MrsREPACTED- asked rhetorically. She answered her own question by
saying no, but that that did not make any difference. Her second oldest sister cannot stand his
guts. [Toward the end of the interview, she was asked if Fr. O’Connor exposed himself to her or
if just placed her hand on his pants over his penis. She stated she could not remember. She
insisted this does not mean that he did not expose himself. She was concerned to convey the
idea that there were most likely more details than she can presently recall.]

What angers her the most is that he has no idea of the pain and suffering she has endured for the
last forty years. She lost her childhood. She has lost her intimate relationship with her husband.
[She recounted a time when her husband, not knowing about her experience, approached her
from behind in the same manner that Father O’Connor had done when she was a child, and the
violent reaction she had.]

18133

She finds it ironic that she has worked for the Church since 1985, the same institution that ...,

betrayed her. She worked for Father REDACTED ntil 1994. She and her husband moved to

in 1995, where she QE’S%}%Ed for two churches. They moved back to California in 1998, when she

started working for REDACTED  After about six months she became REDACTED
REDACTED She recently left that position because of the emotional turmoil that she

is now going through.

Her sister works for a parish in Los Angeles and told her pastor what Mrs**>*“™*" was dealing
with [in reliving the nightmare]. The sister encouraged her to call the pastor, which she did. He
in turn encouraged her to call the ACC hotline, which she did, speaking with Sr. REDACTED
on April 12. She has explained her story to her husband, and the two of them agreed that she
needed to tell their own [grown] children. She has done this only in general terms. She then met

REDACTED i nterview, 4/23/02 Page 2 of 3
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with Fr.REDACTED  on April 14 for support as a very special friend. Without explaining what
she meant, she stated that her daughter and son were victimized by the Church once again.

In coming to this meeting, she knew it was the right thing to do but needed both FrREDACTED
and her family’s support in order to do it. She does not believe that the Los Angeles
Archdiocese has been handling these cases well and her case in particular. [She recounted in
chronological detail her experience since her first call to the hotline, and how she felt victimized
all over again, basically being put off and not being taken as seriously as she deserved.] She
stated that for this interview a woman should have been present.

As to her expectations, she stated that she wants Father O’Connor removed as a priest, that she
wants an apology from him for the forty years of pain she has endured, and that she wants the
financial support for individual therapy for herself, couple therapy for herself and her husband,
and family and individual therapy for her three grown children and her siblings. She also
mentioned compensation for her pain and suffering.

REDACTED

I found Mrs. to be very credible. The preeminent quality that she presented is the intense
suffering that she is going through in “reliving the nightmare.” She stated more than once that
she finds herself forced to trust the very people who betrayed her, and repeatedly blamed the
institution for individuals’ actions — I take this to be typical of the self-focused viewpoint of one
who is seeking emotional survival, which at this stage strikes me as very normal. Given the
extreme emotional difficulty she had throughout the session, there was little opportunity to ask
questions or obtain collateral details (such as whether she remembered what parish they lived in
when the alleged abuse took place). I did assure her that her story would be taken very seriously
and dealt with soon, albeit probably not as speedily as she would like. I also indicated that while
I had enough information for now, it might be necessary to get back to her for additional
information.

REDACTED

Special Auditor

18134
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Clergy Misconduct : Case:REDACTED. O’Connor

Special Auditor’s Interview

Rev. Donal O’Connor

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
45007 N. Cedar Ave.
Lancaster, CA 93534-2507

REDACTED

Monday, 29 April 2002
Vicar for Clergy Offices

At c. 9:40 a.m., in the company of Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy, I met with and inter-
viewed Father Donal O’Connor, now senior priest at Sacred Heart Church in Lancaster. While
he had been informed of the opportunity to have a priest friend accompany him for the meeting,
he came alone. Monsignor Cox briefly reviewed his rights and the nature of this interview.
Because of the time delay in scheduling this meeting, Monsignor Cox had met with him the
previous Friday to give him a general idea of the allegation brought against him.

1 proceeded by giving him the name of the complainant and pertinent biographical information
about her, and then set forth the details of the alleged encounters he had with the complainant at
the time she was a sixth grader, c. 1960-1961. : :

As he had no comment once I finished my account, I began to ask questions. At first, he gave
very short, direct answers, but after about the fourth question he began to speak more freely,
volunteering information.

REDACTED

He acknowledged that he knew the _  family. When asked if he visited on any kind of a
regular basis, he said he did so “fairly regularly.” When asked on what kind of occasions did he
visit, say as for dinner, he replied that he was “seldom there for dinner, if at all.” He then ex-
plained that the parents and he were friends, as was the mother’s sister and her husband, who
lived down the street. He recalled that this sister [the complainant’s aunt] was named REDACTED
and that she became the secretary at the parish after he had left for another assignment. This was
Visitation Parish in Los Angeles. He recalled that the husband’s {the complainant’s uncle] name
was'& and the last name was REDACTED  These folks also had a family of seven or eight
children. He then recalled that the complainant’s mother was named "“”*“™" and that her hus-
band, whose name he could not remember, died at a fairly young age. He believed the mother
remarried; “at least that is what was said.” He believed that FathetREDACTED (pastor emeritus
resident at Visitation; associate there 8/20/63 to 5/ 13/66 returned as pastor 7/19/82 to 6/30/99)
kept in touch with the family.

When asked if he took a regular day off, Father O’ Connor replied, “She mentioned Tuesday, but
I can’t be sure.” Further questioning showed that Father’s previous conversation with Monsi-
gnor Cox (noted above) gave him the information that Sundays and Tuesdays were the supposed

O’Connor interview, 4/29/02 56106 Page 1 of 3
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days of his regular visits to the family, and the idea that she had suggested that Tuesday might
have been his day off. I clarified that she had not spoken of his day off. He reiterated that he
could not remember which weekday he had off, that it could have been Tuesday but was not
sure. Regardless of which day it was, it was very unlikely that he would have visited the family
on his day off, since the associates only had one car between them. They took the same day off
and would go off together. His companion was Fr.REDACTED ~ Usually they wanted to get
away from the parish. Moreover, REDACTED | (the pastor) required them to be in by 10
o’clock at night, so visiting families at night was not something he normally did.

When asked if he had known the FE°°™ . family from before, he said no, that he got to know the
parents and the sister (complainant’s aunt) when he was assigned to Visitation parish. He then
added that the mother did not work, so she stayed home to be with the children. If she was not at
home, she was likely at her sister’s. Also, in those days people left their doors open, so you
could walk right in. This meant that the children were always coming and going, That being the
case, “so how could I do those awful things?” Someone could have come in at any time. “I

never did these awful things.” The allegation is a “total lie”; it’s “slander”; it’s a “fabrication” —
‘or some other explanation.’

When asked if he could recall any kind of behavior on his part that might have given the com-
plainant a basis for her allegation, he stated there was none at all. ““I would remember this kind
of thing.” Frankly, he did not pay much attention to the children anyway; it was the parents that
he was interested in. He wouldn’t have known the children’s names.

He indicated that he was an associate at Visitation for about six years, from about 1957 to 1963
or 1964. [The database shows the time period to be 8/27/57 to 5/13/63.] When asked if he kept
in touch with the family after he left Visitation, he stated that he went to Altadena [St. Elizabeth]
and visited the family once or twice thereafter. In those days Altadena was pretty far away, so
this precluded much visiting. TheREDACTED _ (complainant’s aunt and uncle) invited him to the
high desert — Apple Valley or the like, where they had moved — once, but he never went.

Since I had heard him state earlier that he did not do the things the complainant accused him of, I
asked him formally for the record if he had done them, and he stated no, he did not. “I hate that
kind of stuff. I’m not interested in it. Ididn’tdoit.”

In looking at the parish routine for the time, he stated that he and his fellow associate would visit
homes during the day, taking the parish census. This was usually between 3 and dinnertime,
since this is when people would usually be getting home. They also did this to get away from the
rectory, where life was pretty boring.

When asked about Sunday afternoons, since there was no evening Mass in those days, he indi-

cated that at least one of the associates had to stay around to take calls. So it was conceivable

that he could visit families on Sunday afternoon. He verified that he was one of two associates at

the parish, along with the pastor. Associates with him during his assignment were FathersREDACTED
REDACTED [The database confirms (REDACTED  iates, 10/21/58 to 8/7/61, and |

REDACTED B/8/61 to 11/22/65.]

56107
O’Connor interview, 4/29/02 Page 2 of 3
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Father O’Connor conceded that in view of the strength of the complainant’s emotion, something
must have happened to her, but he has no idea what that might have been. Nor was there any
reason that he knew of for her two sisters to be upset with him. He never touched them, even on
the arm or the head, never said anything.

He wanted to know what the complainant wanted. I explained that she wanted him out of the
priesthood, an apology from him for what he had done to her, and compensation from the Arch-
" diocese. It was unpredictable whether she would go to the police or file a lawsuit.

In terms of possible follow-ups, he suggested that the complainant’s first cousins, REDACTED
children, would probably know something, if they could be contacted.

I found little reason to question Father O 'Connor s veracity. His statements that he never so
much as touched either of the complainant's sisters (and by implication, any of the children)
even on the arm or the head, and that he would not have known the children’s names sound a bit
extreme. On the other hand, he presents himself as very subdued or controlled emotionally.
Even his strongest statement — that the allegation was a lie or slander or a fabrication — while
expressed forcefully was still very restrained. On this basis it makes sense to me that he would
not likely take much interest in children at all. He was at a loss to explain how such an accusa-
tion could have been made against him, and stated that it hurt him very much.

REDACTED

Special Auditor

56108

O’Connor interview, 4/29/02 Page 3 of 3

XXXVI 000007



) REDACTED
Clergy Misconduct ' Case: - O’Connor

Special Auditor’s Interview

Rev. Donal O’Connor

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
45007 N. Cedar Ave.
Lancaster, CA 93534-2507
REDACTED

Monday, 29 April 2002
Vicar for Clergy Offices

At c. 9:40 a.m,, in the company of Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy, I met with and inter-
viewed Father Donal O’ Connor,REDACTED at Sacred Heart Church in Lancaster. While
he had been informed of the opportunity to have a priest friend accompany him for the meeting,
he came alone. Monsignor Cox briefly reviewed his rights and the nature of this interview.
Because of the time delay in scheduling this meeting, Monsignor Cox had met with him the
previous Friday to give him a general idea of the allegation brought against him.

I proceeded by giving him the name of the complainant and pertinent biographical information
about her, and then set forth the details of the alleged encounters he had with the complainant at
the time she was a sixth grader, c. 1960-1961. :

As he had no comment once I finished my account, I began to ask questions. At first, he gave
very short, direct answers, but after about the fourth question he began to speak more freely,
volunteering information.

REDACTED
He acknowledged that he knew the  _  family. When asked if he visited on any kind of a
regular basis, he said he did so “fairly regularly.” When asked on what kind of occasions did he
visit, say as for dinner, he replied that he was “seldom there for dinner, if at all.” He then ex-
plained that the parents and he were friends, as was the mother’s sister and her husband, who
lived down the street. He recalled that this sister [the complainant’s aunt] was named REDACTED
and that she became the secretary at the parish after he had left for another assignment. This was
Visitation Parish in Los Angeles, He recalled that the husband’s [the complainant’s uncle] name
was "= and the last name was REDACTED  These folks also had a family of seven or eight
children. He then recalled that the complainant’s mother was named REDACTED and that her hus-
band, whose name he could not remember, died at a fairly young age. He believed the mother
remarried; “at least that is what was said.” He believed that Father REDACTED (pastor emeritus
resident at Visitation; associate there 8/20/63 to 5/13/66, returned as pastor 7/19/82 to 6/30/99)
kept in touch with the family.

When asked if he took a regular day off, Father O’Connor replied, “She mentioned Tuesday, but
I can’t be sure.” Further questioning showed that Father’s previous conversation with Monsi-
gnor Cox (noted above) gave him the information that Sundays and Tuesdays were the supposed

O’Connor interview, 4/29/02 Page 1 of 3
55190
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days of his regular visits to the family, and the idea that she had suggested that Tuesday might
have been his day off. I clarified that she had not spoken of his day off. He reiterated that he
could not remember which weekday he had off, that it could have been Tuesday but was not
sure. Regardless of which day it was, it was very unlikely that he would have visited the family
on his day off, since the associates only had one car between them. They took the same day off
and would go off together. His companion was Fr.REDACTED  Usually they wanted to get
away from the parish. Moreover, REDACTED (the pastor) required them to be in by 10
o’clock at night, so visiting families at night was not something he normally did.

When asked if he had known theRED/iCTEDfamily from before, he said no, that he got to know the

parents and the sister (complainant’s aunt) when he was assigned to Visitation parish. He then
added that the mother did not work, so she stayed home to be with the children. If she was not at
home, she was likely at her sister’s. Also, in those days people left their doors open, so you
could walk right in. This'meant that the children were always coming and going. That being the
case, “so how could I do those awful things?” Someone could have come in at any time. “I
never did these awful things.” The allegation is a “total lie”; it’s “slander”; it’s a “fabrication” -
‘or some other explanation.’

When asked if he could recall any kind of behavior on his part that might have given the com-
plainant a basis for her allegation, he stated there was none at all. “I would remember this kind
of thing.” Frankly, he did not pay much attention to the children anyway; it was the parents that
he was interested in. He wouldn’t have known the children’s names.

He indicated that he was an associate at Visitation for about six years, from about 1957 to 1963
or 1964. [The database shows the time period to be 8/27/57 to 5/13/63 ] When asked if he kept
in touch with the family after he left Visitation, he stated that he went to Altadena [St. Elizabeth]
and visited the family once or twice thereafter. In those days Altadena was pretty far away, so
this precluded much visiting. TheREDACTED (complainant’s aunt and uncle) invited him to the
high desert — Apple Valley or the like, where they had moved — once, but he never went.

Since I had heard him state earlier that he did not do the things the complainant accused him of] [
asked him formally for the record if he had done them, and he stated no, he did not. “I hate that
kind of stuff. I’'m not interested in it. Ididn’tdoit.”

In looking at the parish routine for the time, he stated that he and his fellow associate would visit
homes during the day, taking the parish census. This was usually between 3 and dinnertime,
since this is when people would usually be getting home. They also did this to get away from the
rectory, where life was pretty boring. '

When asked about Sunday afternoons, since there was no evening Mass in those days, he indi-
cated that at least one of the associates had to stay around to take calls. So it was conceivable
that he could visit families on Sunday afternoon. He verified that he was one of two assoclates at
the parish, along with the pastor. Associates with him during his assignment were Fathers _ .

REDACTED REDACTED . C REDACTED
REDACTED
55191
O’Connor interview, 4/29/02 Page 2 of 3
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Father O’Connor conceded that in view of the strength of the complainant’s emotion, something
must have happened to her, but he has no idea what that might have been. Nor was there any
reason that he knew of for her two sisters to be upset with him. He never touched them, even on
the arm or the head, never said anything.

He wanted to know what the complainant wanted. Iexplained that she wanted him out of the
priesthood, an apology from him for what he had done to her, and compensation from the Arch-
diocese. Tt was unpredictable whether she would go to the police or file a lawsuit.

In terms of possible follow-ups, he suggested that the complainant’s first cousins, REDACTED
children, would probably know something, if they could be contacted.

I found little reason to question Father O’Connor’s veracity. His statements that he never so
much as touched either of the complainant’s sisters (and by implication, any of the children)
even on the arm or the head, and that he would not have known the children’s names sound a bit
extreme. On the other hand, he presents himself as very subdued or controlled emotionally.
Even his strongest statement — that the allegation was a lie or slander or a fabrication — while
expressed forcefully was still very restrained. On this basis it makes sense to me that he would
not likely take much interest in children at all. Hewas ata loss to explain how such an accusa-
tion could have been made against him, and stated that it hurt him very much.

REDACTED.

Special Auditor

55192
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i: CONFIDENTIAL @ 7 “Y

MEMORANDUM

TO: Cardinal Mahony REDACTED

FROM: REDACTED
RE: REPACTED _ 0°Connor, Preliminary Investigation
DATE: 3 May 2002

I met with the complainarit, Mrs, REDACTED o- -»in Orange last week to take her

statement of allegations against Father Donal O’Connor. She recounted one clear instance of sexually
abusive behavior (which occurred c. 1960-61), and alleged that there was on ongoing pattern of similar
behavior that involved some of her siblings and first cousins, as well as a grade school friend. While she
seemed credible, her emotional state was such that [ could not ask more than a few questions for
clarification. :

This past Monday I interviewed Father O’ Connor at the ACC. He acknowledged knowing and visiting
the family often during his assignment at Visitation Church in Los Angeles, but denied any kind of
inappropriate touching or language with any of the children, He declared that such behavior is abhorrent
to him and he has no interest in that kind of thing. I have no reason to doubt his credibility either.

The accounts of these meetings are attached.

. REDAGTED
I believe we have a “she says, he says” situation. Clearly something happened to Mrs. . Itis not
plausible to me that she has mistaken Father O’Connor for someone else. Nevertheless, a lot of follow-up
investigation would need to be done to clarify the complainant’s allegation, including interviews of other
family members and relatives if they would be willing to cooperate. In view of her present deep mistrust
of the institutional church, I doubt that a representative of the Archdiocese should attempt such interviews
unless she initiates such a request. Since she has already shared some of her account with her husband
and children, this information may already have reached other family members. Could an ACC
representative be in a position to detect unwitting sympathetic bias or even collusion on the one hand, or
appear not to have intimidated or otherwise influenced the witnesses if they fail to support her complaint?

I believe further investigation is warranted. Two avenues appropriate for me, I think, would be (1) to talk

withREDACTED to get a sense of rectory life under REDACTED Land (2) if she would be willing, to
interview Mrs. ““”"*“"™", sister, who urged her to make her complaint Répacre0 =~ ~ © T ]
REDACTED ). Beyond this, I think only a professional outsider, such as a private

investigator with a background in social work or psychology, would have bath the expertise and the
credibility to determine the merit of the allegation.

(Also attached are the results of searching California phone listings for the family name of the
complainant’s aunt and uncle and their children.)

\/Cop_y: Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy

55189
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Cardinal Mahony REDACTED

FROM: REDACTED
RE: REDACTED Preliminary Investigation
DATE: 3 May 2002

I met with the complainant, Mrs.REDACTED _ ,in Orange last week to take her
statement of allegations against Father Donal O’Connor. She recounted one clear instance of sexually
abusive behavior (which occurred c. 1960-61), and alleged that there was on ongoing pattern of similar
behavior that involved some of her siblings and first cousins, as well as a grade school friend. While she
seemed credible, her emotional state was such that I could not ask more than a few questions for
clarification.

This past Monday I interviewed Father O’Connor at the ACC. He acknowledged knowing and visiting
the family often during his assignment at Visitation Church in Los Angeles, but denied any kind of
inappropriate touching or language with any of the children. He declared that such behavior is abhorrent
to him and he has no interest in that kind of thing. I have no reason to doubt his credibility either.

The accounts of these meetings are attached.

I believe we have a “she says, he says” situation. Clearly something happened to Mrs 20, It is not
plausible to me that she has mistaken Father O’Connor for someone else. Nevertheless, a lot of follow-up
mvestigation would need to be done to clarify the complainant’s allegation, including interviews of other
family members and relatives if they would be willing to cooperate. In view of her present deep mistrust
of the institutional church, I doubt that a representative of the Archdiocese should attempt such interviews
unless she initiates such a request. Since she has already shared some of her account with her husband
and children, this information may already have reached other family members. Could an ACC
representative be in a position to detect unwitting sympathetic bias or even collusion on the one hand, or
appear not to have intimidated or otherwise influenced the witnesses if they fail to support her complaint?

I believe further investigation is warranted. Two avenues appropriate for me, I think, would be (1) to talk

withREDACTED  to get a sense of rectory life under REDACTED and (2) if she would be willing, to
interview Mrs.REDACTEDgister, who urged her to make her complaint (the sister works for REDACTED
REDACTED ;). Beyond this, I think only a professional outsider, such as a private

investigator with a background in social work or psychology, would have both the expertise and the
credibility to determine the merit of the allegation.

(Also attached are the results of searching Califomia phone listings for the family name of the
complainant’s aunt and uncle and their children.) ’

%op,y: Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 56105
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Date: Thu, 22 Aug 2002 14:07:36 -0700
From:REDACTED

To: REDACTED
Subject: [l Re: Touching Base

This is Spam | Ad ddress Book

** Reply Requested When Convenient **

Good Afternoon, Sister,

Welcome back...hopefully, it was a vacation you were on.

Thanks for the information. E-mail the additional info when you can

(0'connor and D -
Do you have the name of the priest that you referred to at the press
conference in front of the cathedral the afternoon?

Welcome back...
REDACTED

>>> REDACTED co - ~/22/02 10:41:48 AM >>>
Good Morning, Detective,

I'm back and yesterday was my first full day in the office. I have a
few items for you.

1.
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2. Back in June, I mentioned to you by phone a complaint of a woman
her 50's against Donal O'Connor. I was supposed to give you further
information but this slipped through a crack. Presently he is living
with his sister and in no ministry. The reason my memory was jogged
that we received a representation letter yesterday from a lawyer
representing the woman and now her sister. T will e~-mail you his sta
this afternoon. Sorry about the slip-up.

3.
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Date: Fri, 23 Aug 2002 06:52:27 -0700

From: 'REDACTED s is Spam | Add to Address Book
To: REDACIED

Subject: [l Re: Information

** Reply Requested When Convenient **
Thank you, Sister,

Have a great weekend.
REDACTED

-F;e:f:;;;* >>> REDACTED 8/22/02 7:55:13 BM >>>

The data on Donal O'Connor is:

O'Connor, Donal
2721731 REDACTED
St.Barnabas, Long Beach 8/18/55

Visitation, LA 8/27/57

REDACTED
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REDACTED

St. Elizabeth, Altadena 5/14/63

St.Norbeth, Orange 1/23/70

St. John Baptist, Baldwin Park 8/30/74
St. Emydius, Lynwood 12/16/74

ét. Christopher, West Covina 2/01/98
Sacred Heart, Lancaster 2/01/02
Administrative Leave  4/29/02

Current Status: Active Priest

Address: He is living with his sister and we have no address but a

phone contact is REDACTED

The complaintants areREDACTED (1960-1960) and REDACTED
{1959-1961) blood sisters. According to their lawyer, the abuse
. occurred in their home located atREDACTED . LA. The lawy

writes that each was under the age of 14 and the abuse consisted of
fondling breasts and pubic area, spreading their legs and thrusting
groin into theirs until his penis became erect. Ms.REPACTED yas forc
to touch his penis.

Assistance ministry people met with Ms.REDACTED in April/May. At tha
time her sister denied any misconduct. Fr. O'Connor denied any
misconduct and was shocked by Ms. REDACTED allegations. So, it was
on one until we receivied letter from a lawyer.

All for now.
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Office of 3424 : Los Angeles
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy Wilshire California
(213) 637-7284 Boulevard 90010-2241

Septernber 3, 2002
Personal and Confidential

Reverend Donal O’ Connor
c/o Sacred Heart Church
45007 N. Cedar Avenue
Lancaster, CA 93534-4255

Dear Donal:

I am sure this has been a very difficult time for you. Please know that you have been and
continue to be in my prayers.

Would you please be so kind as to phoné my office to make an appointment in the near future? I
am away from my desk most of today and the next two days, for meetings of the Personnel Board
and a meeting in the San Pedro Region. But F**°™ is able to make appointments for me.

May God bless you!

- Your brother in Christ,

[

55184

Pastoral Regions:  Qur Lady of the Angels  San Fernando  San Gabriel  SanPedro  Santa Barbara
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) Office of 3424 : Los Angeles
Archdlocese of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy Wilshire Cafifornia
(213) 637-7284 Boulevard 90010-2241

September 3, 2002
Personal and Confidential

Reverend Donal O’Connor
c/o Sacred Heart Church
45007 N. Cedar Avenue
Lancaster, CA 93534-4255

Dear Donal:

‘I am sure this has been a very difficult time for you. Please know that you have been and
continue to be in my prayers.

Would you please be so kind as to phoné my office to make an appointment in the near future? I

am away from my desk most of today and the next two days, for meetings of the Personnel Board
and a meeting in the San Pedro Region. But R4 jg able to make appointments for me.

May God bless you!

- Your brother in Christ,

56100

Pastoral Regions:  Our Lady of the Angels  San Fernando  San Gabriel  San Pedro  Santa Barbara
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Office of 3424 Los Angeles
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy Wilshire California
(213) 637-7284 Boulevard 90010-2202
April 4, 2003

Personal and Confidential

Reverend Donal O’Connor
¢/o Sacred Heart Church
45007 N. Cedar Avenue
Lancaster, CA 93534-4255

Dear Donal:

I am grateful that we had the opportunity to speak on the phone earlier today. AsI explained to
you, the District Attorney of the County of Los Angeles has issued a subpoena seeking our clergy
files on you. .

Given that the subpoené indicates the District Attorney is conducting a criminal investigation, it
is not possible to end your Administrative Leave and return you to any priestly ministry as you
requested in your letter of April 1. I appreciate your understanding in this matter.

As we also discussed on the phone, you may wish to consult a criminal defense attorney for
advice on your rights and interests. Enclosed is a list of a number of attorneys who have
indicated that they are willing to assist priests who have been accused. Of course, you are free to
seek other legal counsel, especially if you already know some attorneys and would prefer to work
with someone you know.

May God bless you!

Yours in Christ,

enclosure

56089
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM
Criminal Attorneys Available for Priests to Consult

The following attorneys have agreed to be available for a priest to consult regarding questions
of criminal law. They will provide basic consultation and referral only, and will bill the
Archdiocese for the services they provide priests.

By their willingness to serve as consultants, these attorneys have not necessarily agreed to be
available to represent a priest should he need legal assistance beyond that of basic consultation.
If a priest wishes to have one of these attorneys represent him, that is a private arrangement
between the priest and the attorney. In accord with Archdiocesan policy, the cost of such legal
representation is the responsibility of the individual priest (page VIII-5).

Los Angeles County:

Sylvan Philip Daroca, III Henry Salcido

301 East Colorado Boulevard, Suite 204 Law Offices of Henry Salcido

Pasadena, CA 91101 4729 Anaheim Street

(626) 449-0686 Long Beach, CA 50804

fax: (626) 795-2319 (562) 597-9925
fax: (562) 597-9890

Joseph E. Deems Spanish/English

Deems Law Offices l. ,

15260 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1810 - Donald Steier

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 Guzin and Steier

(818) 995-3789 4525 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 201

fax: (818) 995-6496 Los Angeles, CA 90010
(323) 932-1600

Michael W. Fitzgerald fax: (323) 932-1873

Corbin & Fitzgerald, LLP

601 West Fifth Street, Suite 1150
Los Angeles, CA 90071-2024
(213) 612-0001

fax: (213) 612-0061

Santa Barbara County: . Ventura County:

Michael A. Carty Chuck Samonsky

1032 Santa Barbara Street 770 Country Square Drive,#104
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 963-7716 (805) 654-0400

fax: (805) 966-2120

prepared October 1, 2002
56090
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